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Rules and Regulations of the Doctoral School of the Christian Academy of Theology in Warsaw 

Art. 1. 

The Rules and Regulations of the Doctoral School of the Christian Academy of Theology in Warsaw, 
hereinafter referred to as “the Doctoral School” or “the School”, lay down the procedure and organisation 
of studies at the School, as well as the rights and obligations of doctoral students studying in it. 

Art. 2. 

Doctoral training in the Doctoral School: 

1) takes place in full time on-campus form and lasts 8 semesters; 

2) is conducted on the basis of a study programme and an individual research plan; 

3) prepares students for the award of a doctoral degree; 

4) ends with the submission of a doctoral dissertation. 

Art. 3. 

The Director of the Doctoral School, acting in accordance with the provisions of the Statutes of the 
Christian Academy of Theology in Warsaw, hereinafter referred to as “the Academy”, has the following 
tasks in particular: 

1) supervise the overall functioning of the School, including the correctness and quality of the study 
process and academic guidance, as well as the mid-term assessment procedure; 

2) take decisions on all matters concerning the School; 

3) issue administrative decisions, including decisions on refusal of admission to the School, on 
removal from the list of doctoral students and in other cases specified herein; 

4) grant permissions to doctoral students to undertake internships and conduct research at 
research institutions outside the Academy, including support for grant activity as well as national 
and international mobility of doctoral students; 

5) provide conditions for training at the School, including internship in the form of teaching or 
participation in the teaching of classes; 

6) provide conditions for doctoral students trained at the School to conduct scientific activity at 
the Academy, including scientific research and development work; 

7) prepare draft rules and regulations for the School; 

8) prepare draft detailed rules and a competitive admissions procedure for the School; 

9) prepare a draft study programme for the School; 

10) co-operate with the doctoral students' self-government; 

11) secure teaching and research staff for the School's study programme; 

12) prepare an annual report on the School's activities, which is submitted to the Rector by 30 
November each calendar year for the previous academic year; 
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13) correctly and timely enter, update, archive and delete data in the ”POL-on” Integrated 
Information System for Higher Education and Science; 

14) organise the process of collecting documentation of the course of education.  

Art. 4. 

The Scientific Council of the Doctoral School, acting in accordance with the provisions of the Statutes of 
the Academy has the following tasks in particular: 

1) ensure that the School maintains a high standard of education; 

2) express opinions on the qualifications of academic staff in the appointment of personnel for the 
School's study programme; 

3) appoint committees to conduct a mid-term assessment of doctoral students; 

4) give an opinion on the annual report on the School's activities; 

5) appoint committees for the substantive assessment of individual research plans, separately for 
each of the academic disciplines in which training is provided. The committee for the discipline 
of theological sciences shall consist of three persons, one from each theological section; 

6) consider appeals by doctoral students against a negative mid-term assessment result.  

Art. 5. 

A doctoral student studying at the School, with due regard to their rights set out in the Act of 20 July 
2018 - Law on Higher Education and Science (Journal of Laws of 2018, item 1668, as amended), 
hereinafter referred to as “the Act”, and in the Statutes of the Academy, is entitled to: 

1) scientific supervision by a supervisor or supervisors in the preparation of the doctoral 
dissertation; 

2) a change of supervisor or supervisors in justified cases; 

3) an extension of the deadline for the submission of the doctoral dissertation, but by no more than 
2 years; 

4) use laboratories, scientific and research equipment and instruments as well as library and IT 
resources at the Academy to the extent necessary for the implementation of the study 
programme, individual research plan and preparation of the doctoral dissertation; 

5) receive support in the preparation of grant applications; 

6) undertake research internships. 

Art. 6. 

A doctoral student, taking into account their duties as laid down in the Act and in the Statutes of the 
Academy, is required to: 

1) observe the provisions hereof; 

2) conduct themselves in accordance with the Doctoral Student Oath and the Code of Ethics for 
Doctoral Students; 

3) conscientiously and diligently follow the study programme and the individual research plan; 
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4) take an active part in the classes required in the study programme; 

5) prepare and submit for publication within 23 months after the start of the training and publish 

during this training a scientific paper of at least 0.5 publishing sheets (a publishing sheet is equal 
to 40,000 characters, including spaces) in a scientific journal or in the peer-reviewed materials 

of an international conference which are included in the list drawn up in accordance with the 
regulations issued pursuant to Article 267, paragraph 2, item 2, letter b of the Act or a scientific 
monograph published by a publishing house included in the list drawn up in accordance with the 
regulations issued pursuant to Article 267, paragraph 2, item 2, letter a of the Act, or a chapter 
in such a monograph; 

6) complete internship in the form of teaching or participating in the teaching of courses, to the 
extent of no more than 60 teaching hours per year, provided that the practical training has been 
included in the study programme; 

7) submit statements for the purposes of scientific activity quality evaluation, authorising the 
university to demonstrate scientific achievements within the discipline in which the doctoral 
thesis is being prepared; 

8) have an electronic researcher ID in accordance with international standards: https://orcid.org/, 
linked to the PBN database; 

9) report on their scientific achievements that have arisen in connection with their studies at the 
School for the purposes of scientific activity quality evaluation; 

10) report data and information reported to the “POL-on” Integrated Information System for Higher 
Education and Science; 

11) promptly notify the Director of the School of any change in their personal data. 

Art. 7. 

1. Studies at the doctoral school shall commence on 1 October of the relevant academic year. 

2. The academic year begins on 1 October and concludes on 30 September of the following yea. 

3. Credits for a study term shall be granted according to the teaching cycle specified in the study plan. 

4. The deadline for obtaining all credits and passing additional examinations in the winter semester is 
15 March and in the summer semester 15 July. In the case of students participating in the Erasmus+ 
programme, the Director of the School may set other deadlines. 

5. All courses in the education plan conclude with non-graded credit. 

6. Credit for completion of a study cycle is conditional on completion of all courses included in the 
study plan, completion of work internships confirmed by the supervisor(s) and completion of all 
additional examinations, if provided for in the study programme. The Director of the Doctoral School 
may authorise confirmation of internships throughout the academic year.   

7. The course of studies shall be documented in course completion protocols and  in the doctoral 
student's periodic achievement reports, which shall take the form of electronic data printouts signed 
by the Director of the School. 

8. Course completion protocols shall be entered into the IT system supporting the studies within the 
deadline set by the Rector. 

https://orcid.org/
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9. The settlement of a student’s account in the IT system supporting the studies and the printing out 
of the periodic achievement reports from the system takes place no later than within one month of 
the end of the study cycle in which the doctoral student obtained the last credit for the current term 
of their studies. 

Art. 8. 

1. The Faculty Council of the Academy which is the body authorised to confer the doctoral degree in 
the discipline indicated by the doctoral student shall, within three months from the date of 
commencement of the doctoral programme, appoint a supervisor, supervisors or an assistant 
supervisor for a doctoral student. 

2. A doctoral student shall, within 10 weeks of commencing their training, apply to the Faculty Council 
referred to in paragraph 1 for the appointment of a supervisor, supervisors or an assistant supervisor. 

3. The application referred to in paragraph 2 shall include: 

1) designation of persons to act as supervisor, supervisors or as assistant supervisor; 

2) consent to act as a supervisor; 

3) subject area of the doctoral dissertation. 

4. In justified cases a doctoral student may apply to the Faculty Council for a change of supervisor, 
supervisors or assistant supervisor. 

Art. 9. 

The supervisor or supervisors shall oversee the progress of the research and the fulfilment of the other 
requirements, in particular: 

1) agree and give their opinion on the individual research plan,  

2) support the preparation of a grant application or participation in a grant application and active 
participation in a conference of at least national reach,  

3) support the preparation of a scientific article for publication in a scientific journal or in peer-
reviewed materials from an international conference, which, in the year of publication of the 
article in its final form, were included in the list drawn up in accordance with the regulations 
issued pursuant to Article 267, paragraph 2, item 2, letter b of the Act, or one scientific 
monograph published by a publishing house, which, in the year of publication of the monograph 
in its final form, were included in the list drawn up in accordance with the regulations issued 
pursuant to Article 267, paragraph 2, item 2, letter a of the Act, or a chapter in such monograph; 

4) organise, in agreement with the Director of the School, supervise, and visit and observe 
internships,  

5) may attend a doctoral seminar in which a doctoral student presents their research,  

6) give their opinion on the report on the implementation of the individual research plan drawn up 
by a doctoral student for the mid-term assessment. 

Art. 10. 
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1. A doctoral student, in agreement with their supervisor or supervisors, shall draw up an individual 
research plan containing, in particular, a schedule for the preparation of the dissertation and shall submit 
it to the Director of the School within 12 months of commencing their studies. 

2. The plan referred to in section 1 shall be reviewed by all the supervisors appointed for the doctoral 
student concerned. 

3. The Director of the School shall formally assess the individual research plan. 

4. The merits of an application shall be assessed by a committee appointed by the Scientific Council of 
the Doctoral School by 31 October of the year concerned. The Committee has the right to ask the 
applicant to correct and complete the individual research plan, setting an additional deadline. The 
committee may appoint up to two reviewers to evaluate the individual research plan. 

Art. 11. 

1. An individual research plan of a doctoral student shall specify in particular: 

1) schedule for the preparation of the doctoral dissertation, including the deadline for its 
submission; 

2) schedule for the completion of the study programme; 

3) schedule for the preparation and a deadline of no later than 23 months after the commencement 
of studies for the submission for publication of at least 1 scientific article published in a scientific 
journal or in the peer-reviewed materials of an international conference, which, in the year of 
publication of the article in its final form, were included in the list drawn up in accordance with 
the regulations issued pursuant to Article 267, paragraph 2, item 2, letter b of the Act or 1 
scientific monograph published by a publishing house which, in the year of publication of the 
monograph in its final form, was included in the list drawn up in accordance with the regulations 
issued pursuant to Article 267, paragraph 2, item 2, letter a of the Act, or a chapter in such a 
monograph;  

4) schedule and expected date of active participation in a scientific conference - domestic or 
international; 

5) schedule for preparation and deadline for submission of a grant application or participation in a 
grant application within 23 months of commencement of education at the Doctoral School. 

2. In order to ensure the high quality of the individual research plans prepared, the Director of the School 
may specify the necessary elements of the plan. 

Art. 12. 

1. The mid-term assessment of the doctoral student is conducted after the fourth semester. 

2. The mid-term evaluation shall be based on the execution of the individual research plan by the doctoral 
student, in particular the timeliness and quality of the completion of the tasks resulting from the schedule 
for the preparation of the dissertation. 

3. The doctoral student shall submit a report on the implementation of the individual research plan 
together with the opinion of the supervisor, supervisors or assistant supervisor by 1 September in the 
year in which the mid-term assessment occurs. 

4. The mid-term assessment shall produce either a positive or negative result. 

5. The result of the mid-term assessment, together with the grounds for it, shall be public. 
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6. A doctoral student may appeal against the result of the mid-term assessment to the Scientific Council 
of the Doctoral School. 

7. The time limit for lodging an appeal, together with a statement of reasons, shall be 7 days from the 
date on which the results of the evaluation are made available. 

Art. 13. 

1. The mid-term assessment shall be carried out by the Committee for the Mid-Term Assessment of 
Doctoral Students, hereinafter referred to as the Committee, appointed by the Scientific Council of the 
Doctoral School separately for each doctoral student to be assessed, consisting of 3 persons, including 
at least 1 person holding a post-doctoral degree or a professor title in the discipline in which the doctoral 
thesis is being prepared, employed outside the Academy. The Scientific Council shall appoint the 
chairperson of the committee. 

2. The supervisor (supervisors) and assistant supervisor may not be members of the committee referred 
to in paragraph 1 

Art. 14. 

1. In justified cases, the Director of the School may, at the request of a doctoral student, extend the 
deadline for submission of the doctoral dissertation, as set out in the individual research plan, by no 
longer than by 2 years. 

2. The circumstances justifying the decision referred to in paragraph 1 are: 

1) the occurrence of unforeseen fortuitous events; 

2) temporary inability to participate in studies due to illness; 

3) the need to take personal care of a child; 

4) the need to conduct long-term scientific research, 

5) implementation of a research project financed from non-university funds, in particular projects 
referred to in Article 119 paragraph 2, item 2 and 3 of the Act. 

3. In the case referred to in section 2 subsection 4, an extension of the deadline for the submission of 
the dissertation shall be conditional on: 

1) a positive opinion of the supervisor, supervisors or assistant supervisor on the extension of the 
deadline for submission of the doctoral dissertation, 

2) the completion by the doctoral student by the date of submission of the application of the study 
programme and all other tasks provided for in the individual research plan, including taking an 
active part in a scientific conference - domestic or international, submitting a grant application 
and 

3) publication of at least 1 scientific article in a scientific journal or in the peer-reviewed materials 
of an international conference which, in the year of publication of the article in its final form, 
was included in the list drawn up in accordance with the regulations issued pursuant to Article 
267, section 2, subsection 2, item b of the Act, or 1 scientific monograph published by a 
publishing house which, in the year of publication of the monograph in its final form, was 
included in the list drawn up in accordance with the regulations issued pursuant to Article 267, 
section 2, item 2, subsection a of the Act, or a chapter in such a monograph. 
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Art. 15. 

An application for an extension of the deadline for submission of the dissertation shall include: 

1) details of the doctoral student: name, surname, PESEL or, in the case of foreigners, the number 
of their passport or residence card; 

2) grounds for the application, including the deadline for submission of the doctoral dissertation; 

3) documentation proving the circumstance which is the reason for extending the deadline for the 
submission of the doctoral dissertation in the cases referred to in Article 12, section 2, 
subsections 1-3; 

4) documentation proving the fulfilment of the conditions listed in Article 14, section 3, in the case 
referred to in Article 12, section 2, subsection 4. 

Art. 16. 

The Director of the School shall, at the request of a doctoral student, suspend his/her studies for a period 
corresponding to the duration of maternity leave, time off on terms of maternity leave, paternity leave 
and parental leave, as defined in the Act of 26 June 1974 - Labour Code (Journal of Laws of 2018, item 
917, as amended), as well as due to a long-term illness or accident preventing uninterrupted studies on 
the basis of the doctoral student's medical documentation and for a period no longer than corresponding 
to the duration of sick leave. 

Art. 17. 

1. A doctoral student shall be removed from the list of doctoral students in the event of: 

1) a negative result of the mid-term assessment; 

2) failure to submit the dissertation by the deadline specified in the individual research plan; 

3) withdrawal from studies; 

4) failure to commence studies;  

5) violation of the prohibition referred to in Article 200, section 7 or Article 209, section 10 of the 
Act;  

6) disciplinary punishment of expulsion from the doctoral school. 

2. A doctoral student may be removed from the list of doctoral students in the event of: 

1) unsatisfactory progress in the preparation of the dissertation; 

2) failure to fulfil the obligations arising from the School's Rules and Regulations, the study 
programme, the individual research plan and instructions issued by the Director of the School. 

3. Removal from the list of doctoral students shall be effected by means of an administrative decision. 
An application for reconsideration of the decision may be made. 

Art. 18. 

Doctoral students have the right to appeal against the decision of the Director of the School to the Rector 
of the Academy. 
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Art. 19. 

1. The School shall keep records of the course of education. 

2. The records of the course of education at the School shall comprise: 

1) enrolment documents; 

2) a doctoral student's periodic achievement report; 

3) a doctoral student's individual research plan; 

4) other documents resulting from the provisions of these Rules and Regulations. 

Art. 20. 

The Rules and Regulations shall enter into force 5 months after their adoption, i.e. on 1 May 2024. 

 


